
For Cheryl Fenton, Class 
of 1975, Notre Dame 
High School has always 
been more than a place 
to teach—it’s a second 
home and a lifelong 
mission. A beloved 
science teacher, mentor, 
and community leader, 
Cheryl has worn many 
hats during her 33-
year tenure at ND: 
from cheerleading 
moderator and 
department chair to 
student council advisor 
and bonfire organizer. But perhaps her most 
enduring legacy is founding and growing 
ND’s beloved ND MiniTHON—a student-led 
dance marathon that has raised over $1 
million for pediatric cancer patients and their 
families.

From Inspiration to Institution
The idea for ND’s MiniTHON was sparked 
during a visit to Penn State’s dance 
marathon while Cheryl’s daughter, Sierra, 
was a freshman on the event’s Rules and 
Regulations Committee. Moved by the 
energy and compassion she witnessed 
during the event’s Family Hour, Cheryl 
returned to Notre Dame with a vision. With 

the support of Mr. Joe Kramer, 81 students 
signed on to help with that first MiniTHON. 
With just pretzels, pizza, and a DJ, they raised 
$17,000.

Since then, ND’s MiniTHON has grown into 
a cherished tradition. Now in its 15th year, 
it draws nearly 1,000 participants annually, 
including students, faculty, alumni, parents, 
and even local businesses. Former students 
return to run teams, and community sponsors 
donate year after year, drawn by the spirit 
and purpose of the event.

continued on page 3...

6 1 0  8 6 8 - 1 4 3 1   n  W W W . N D C R U S A D E R S . O R G

Table of 
 Contents
Annual Gala
page 7

Alumni in  
the News 
page 10

Athletic Hall 
of Fame 
page 11

faithful
NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI NEWSLETTER  n  SPRING 2025

A Legacy of Service, Spirit, and 
a Million-Dollar Milestone

Cheryl Fenton ’75 —   

First Mini Thon 2010



Greetings!
As we reflect on a vibrant and fulfilling school year, 
I am filled with immense pride and gratitude for the 
enduring spirit of our Notre Dame community.

This past month has been one of celebration and 
achievement. On May 31st, we proudly graduated 
114 outstanding seniors, young men and women who 
have grown into compassionate leaders ready to leave 
their mark on the world. Many will be heading to top 
universities, entering the workforce, or serving in the 
military—and we know they will continue to represent 
Notre Dame with grace and determination.

We are also thrilled to share that our incoming freshman 
class for the 2025–2026 school year will welcome 
170 students, one of our largest in recent years. This 
growth is a testament to the strength of our academic 
programs, our dedicated staff, and the faith-centered 
values that define a Notre Dame education.

Earlier this spring, our juniors and seniors enjoyed 
memorable milestones, including prom, academic 
awards ceremonies, and sports playoffs. Their joy, 
leadership, and faith throughout these events truly 
embodied the heart of our school. Our spring athletic 
teams also had a strong showing—competing with 
integrity, skill, and sportsmanship. We couldn’t be 

prouder of their achievements on and off the field.

A special thank you to our exceptional faculty and 
staff, whose hard work and unwavering commitment 
made this school year a great success. Their devotion 
continues to shape the minds and hearts of our 
students in powerful ways.

To our beloved alumni-it was a pleasure to see so  
many familiar faces at the 2025 Gala. Your presence 
and generosity helped us raise over $115,000 to 
support cutting-edge technology upgrades and expand 
financial aid opportunities. If you couldn’t join us this 
year, we sincerely hope to welcome you back next 
spring.

Here at Notre Dame, the spirit of community, 
excellence, and faith remains as strong as ever. Thank 
you for your continued prayers, partnership, and 
support. Together, we are shaping the next generation 
of Crusaders—rooted in Christ’s love and ready to serve.

Wishing you and your families a joyful and restful summer.

With gratitude and blessings,

Jaclyn Friel 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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We are thrilled to share some fantastic news with you -  
Notre Dame High School has been named a  
2025 Top Workplace by The Morning Call!

This recognition is incredibly meaningful because it’s based 
on feedback from our very own faculty and staff - the people 
who live out the mission of Notre Dame every day. It affirms 
what so many of you already know: that NDHS is a special 
place, filled with purpose, heart, and community spirit.

Out of 1,130 companies in our region, Notre Dame stood out 
as one of the Lehigh Valley’s Top Workplaces, a remarkable 
achievement that reflects the dedication of our staff and the 
strong foundation built by generations of Crusaders like 
you. We’re proud to continue this legacy of excellence and 
positive impact.

A special thank you to the many faculty and staff members 
who are also proud ND alumni - your continued commitment 
to our school makes this honor even more meaningful.

Thank you for being part of the Notre Dame family and for 
the lasting contributions you’ve made to our community. This 
win is for all of us - and there’s more to come!  

Exciting News from Notre Dame High School – 

We’re a Top Workplace!
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It’s never been about attention or recognition,” Cheryl said. 
“It’s about teaching kids to be compassionate and to give 
of themselves.”

A Humbling Honor: The Million-Dollar 
Mark
In 2025, ND MiniTHON hit a major milestone—surpassing 
$1 million in total fundraising, placing Notre Dame among 
just 12 schools in the country to reach this level of impact. 
The moment Cheryl heard the news from Four Diamonds 
liaison Caitlyn Ridge, she stepped into the hallway, looked 
at the bulletin board dedicated to ND MiniTHON, and 
cried.

“It was overwhelming,” she recalled.  
“You think about all the students 
who have danced, volunteered, 
and supported this cause—not for 
recognition, but out of pure love and 
service. It’s incredible.”

Building a Legacy Beyond the 
Classroom
Cheryl’s influence extends far beyond  
MiniTHON. In the classroom, she has pioneered 
courses like Forensics, Medical Microbiology,  

and CP Anatomy, while also introducing sustainability 
initiatives like the school’s first greenhouse and composting 
program—an effort spearheaded by her biology students.
Beyond campus, she’s led service projects and exchange 
programs with partner schools in places like Gallup, New 
Mexico. She organized blanket drives, took students 
on whale-watching trips to Boston, and spent ten years 
leading Habitat for Humanity missions to Phelps, Kentucky, 
alongside Father Bob.

Remembering Her Roots
Reflecting on her time as a student in the 1970s, Cheryl 
recalls a more traditional, disciplined Notre Dame, 
with large classes, nuns in the classroom, and sky-high 
expectations. But even then, she says, “the sense of 
community was strong—it shaped who we were.”

That’s why she believes alumni engagement is so 
important. “When you’ve experienced something unique 
together, there’s a bond. Alumni know the heart of this 
place. Staying connected helps us pass on those values to 
the next generation.”

Cheryl Fenton’s journey from student to teacher to 
MiniTHON visionary is a testament to the power of one 
individual’s passion to transform a community—and inspire 
others to carry the torch.

Because of her, and so many like her, Notre Dame’s spirit 
shines brighter than ever.

We’re a Top Workplace! Photos courtesy of Norm Steinruck
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Game On: E-sports Clubs Bring 
New Opportunities to Students
High schools across the country are embracing the world 
of esports by launching dedicated clubs that allow students 
to compete in organized video game tournaments. These 
programs go beyond entertainment - students develop 
valuable skills in teamwork, communication, and strategic 
thinking. Esports clubs also foster a sense of belonging 
for gaming enthusiasts and can open doors to college 
scholarships and career paths in the rapidly expanding 
gaming and tech industries.

Crusaders Making History in Esports 
Notre Dame’s Newest Team Scores Big Wins—On and Off 
the Screen

Notre Dame High School’s esports program continues to 
gain momentum, offering students a competitive outlet that 
combines strategy, teamwork, and technical skill. Esports—
short for “electronic sports”—refers to organized, multiplayer 
video game competitions, often played in a team format. 
What began just a few seasons ago has quickly become one 
of the school’s most dynamic and fast-growing activities.

This spring, the program celebrated a major milestone: 
senior Marco Ludovico became Notre Dame’s first-ever 
esports college commit, signing with Albright College 
to play Valorant at the collegiate level. Marco’s talent and 
leadership in the digital arena earned him a scholarship to 
compete in Albright’s varsity esports program, a recognition 
that marks a new chapter in the history of Crusader athletics.

Led by coach and faculty advisor Brandie Uliana, Notre 
Dame’s esports teams have competed in multiple leagues, 
including the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Esports 
Association (PIEA) and the Pennsylvania Scholastic Esports 
League (PSEL), facing off against schools across the state 
and country in games like Valorant, Rocket League, and 
Super Smash Bros.

More than just video games, esports has given students 
a place to build community, develop communication and 
critical thinking skills, and explore new pathways for college 
and career success. With state playoff appearances and 
growing student interest each season, Notre Dame’s esports 
program is here to stay—and it’s just getting started.

This spring, Notre Dame bids a fond farewell to Kelly 
Weber, whose incredible career has spanned more than 
two decades and nearly every corner of campus life. 
Starting in 1998 managing the cafeteria, Kelly moved into 
the main office in 2003, where she quickly became the 
go-to for everything from infirmary duties and HR to new 
student orientation and teaching (in so many ways). In 
2015, she added International Student Coordinator to her 
ever-growing list of roles, becoming a guiding presence for 
students from around the globe. 

Then in 2020, Kelly stepped into the Development role, 
building alumni connections and leading fundraising efforts 
with her signature energy and heart. In the last five  

years, you may have worked  
with Kelly as an alumna, and if  
so, you know firsthand the  
warmth and dedication she 
brought to every interaction.  
She will be deeply missed.

Kelly may not be an alumna, but she sure acts like one 
– bleeding blue and gold, and embodying the spirit of 
Notre Dame in everything she does. Forever faithful, loyal, 
and true, her impact is immeasurable, her dedication 
unmatched, and her legacy unforgettable. We wish her  
all the best in a well-earned retirement!

Cheers to a Notre Dame Legend:
Kelly Retires After 25+ Years of Service
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If you’ve ever watched a Notre Dame student deliver 
a powerful speech or hold their own in a fierce debate 
round, chances are you’ve seen the legacy of Sal Rizzo 
‘82 in action. Sal’s journey with Notre Dame’s Speech and 
Debate program—formerly known as Forensics—is nothing 
short of extraordinary, spanning an incredible 45 years of 
dedication, mentorship, and achievement.

Sal first stepped up to the podium as a student competitor 
under the late and legendary Mrs. Eleanor Wise, competing 
in his junior and senior years. But his passion for the 
program didn’t end at graduation. He returned to Notre 
Dame to volunteer for 14 years and has served as head 
coach for nearly three decades—transforming the program 
into one of the most respected in the region.

Under Sal’s leadership, Notre Dame’s team has racked up an 
impressive collection of accolades:

•	A 2005 National Right to Life Oratory Contest National 		
	 Champion

•	The 2014 National Speech and Debate Association 		
	 Congressional Debate House National Champion

•	13 state champions

•	A student selected for Team USA World Schools Debate

•	Multiple sweepstakes awards, including a National 
Debate Schools of Honor designation and three Diocesan 
Cumulative Sweepstakes titles

Beyond the trophies and titles, Sal has 
built a community where students grow 
in confidence, sharpen their critical 
thinking, and find their voice—skills that 
follow them into the real world.

His influence extends well beyond Notre 
Dame. Sal serves on the Pennsylvania 
High School Speech League District 
8 Tournament Committee and has 
even shared his passion for speech 
and debate on the Dare to Care radio 
program out of Marion, Illinois. In 2023, 
he had the honor of introducing two 
new inductees into the PHSSL Hall of 
Fame, a testament to his stature in the 
speech and debate community. He 
also served as the PA Mideast Regional 
Coordinator for the National Right to Life 
Oratory Contest for over two decades.

Sal’s legacy lives on through the lives and careers of his 
students, many of whom have gone on to make their own 
mark:

•	Father Stephan Isaac, chaplain at Bethlehem Catholic High 	
	 School and Lehigh University

•	Abigail (Marone) Jackson, Deputy Director of 			 
	 Communications for the Republican National Committee

•	Josh Dicker, Principal at Our Lady of Perpetual Help School

•	U.S. Army Major Joseph Salmento

•	Anthony Saraceno, Ph.D., Senior Manager of Functional 	
		  Communications at Cencora

Sal Rizzo’s story is a reminder that behind every confident 
speaker and articulate debater is a mentor who believed in 
them. For nearly half a century, Sal has been that mentor—
and Notre Dame is all the stronger for it.

Sal Rizzo ’82 and the Power of Speech & Debate
of Finding Their Voice: 45 Years



6

Before they were SLAMB—the electric five-piece band 
lighting up the Lehigh Valley music scene—they were 
just a group of kids suiting up for the first season of Little 
Crusaders football. Bound by friendship, faith, and a shared 
love of music, Sean Carroll, Liam Carroll ’20, Andrew 
Stackhouse ’20, Michael Irving ’20, and Ben Carlin ’20 
have built something truly special: a band born out of 
brotherhood and Notre Dame pride.

With deep ties to Notre Dame High School, SLAMB is more 
than just a clever acronym of first names. It’s a story of family, 
faith, and five young men who turned childhood connections 
into a musical force now taking local stages by storm.

Four of the members—Liam, Andrew, Michael, and Ben—
graduated from Notre Dame, where they played football 
together on championship-winning teams and immersed 
themselves in the school community. Sean, a graduate of 
the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Arts, brought 
a formal artistic background that added dimension and 
discipline to the group’s creative energy. Despite different 
educational paths, their friendship remained rock-solid, and 
their passion for music only grew stronger.

The band officially took shape in their junior year of high 
school. What began as a shared curiosity about learning 
instruments quickly turned into something more. They 
practiced in garages, basements, and anywhere they could 
find space—always fueled by the same teamwork and 
dedication that once drove them on the football field.

Today, SLAMB is one of the Lehigh Valley’s most promising 
musical acts, celebrated for their dynamic performances and 
masterful genre-blending. From rock and pop to funk and 
soul, their live shows deliver high-energy, crowd-pleasing 
sets that keep audiences dancing and wanting more.

One of their most memorable milestones came in February 
2025 when SLAMB performed at Penn State THON, playing 
for over 12,000 people at the Bryce Jordan Center. The 
performance held special meaning for the band, as they 
had been involved in Notre Dame’s MiniTHON during high 
school, raising funds and awareness for pediatric cancer 
through the Four Diamonds organization. Being recognized 
as one of THON’s standout acts was a full-circle moment and 
a powerful testament to the 
values instilled during their time 
at Notre Dame.

The band continues to give 
back, regularly performing at 
charitable events including 
Notre Dame’s MiniTHON, 
Mercy School for Special 
Learning, and local fundraisers 
and benefit concerts. Whether 
they’re entertaining packed 
arenas or small community 
gatherings, SLAMB brings the same heart and energy to 
every performance.

SLAMB’s story is still unfolding, with exciting performances 
ahead—including a return to Musikfest 2025 and a set with 
the Lehigh Valley IronPigs. Their music is powered by faith, 
hard work, and deep-rooted friendship—a true reflection of 
their Crusader beginnings.

Follow SLAMB on Instagram @slambofficial and Facebook 
@Slamb for show announcements, behind-the-scenes 
content, and a front-row seat to the rise of a band whose 
beat began at Notre Dame.

Friday Night Lights to Center Stage: 
SLAMB’s Notre Dame Roots Rock On

Photo courtesy of 
Norm Steinruck
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The Notre Dame High School 2025 Gala, held on May 3rd, was a night 
filled with celebration, connection, and generosity. The evening began 
with a heartfelt awards ceremony honoring five remarkable individuals 
whose lives reflect the values and spirit of our Notre Dame community. 
This year’s distinguished award recipients included:

Dr. John Dashe ‘74, recipient of the Distinguished  
Alumni Award
James Steiner, honored with the Joseph R. Kramer Jr. 
Distinguished Educator Award
Rev. Keith Mathur ‘01, presented with the Distinguished 
Religious Service Award
Patrick Vrabel ‘98, recipient of the Crusader Award
Keith Gorda ‘11, honored with the Dedicated Young  
Alumni Award
Following the ceremony, the celebration continued with a lively 
evening of dinner, dancing, and reconnecting with classmates and 
friends. The night’s festivities were skillfully emceed by Sam Manento 
‘90, whose energy and charm kept spirits high throughout the evening. 
Guests also enjoyed a refreshing signature cocktail, the Mint Julep, 
crafted by Ryan Umholtz ‘01, and captured unforgettable memories 
thanks to Mike Kresch ’84, who wowed with his interactive photo 
booth experience.

Together, our incredible Notre Dame community helped raise over 
$115,000! These funds will directly support our “Plugging Into the 
Future” initiative—an exciting effort to equip our campus with cutting-
edge technology. This includes rewiring the second floor, adding 
new Wifi access points, launching a laptop leasing program, installing 
docking stations, and using heat mapping technology to eliminate 
weak spots and deliver stronger, faster internet across campus.

In addition to our tech upgrades, a portion of the proceeds will also 
go toward tuition assistance, helping make a Notre Dame education 
accessible to more deserving students.

Thank you to all our alumni, sponsors, and supporters who made 
this unforgettable evening possible. Your continued commitment to 
Notre Dame ensures our mission not only survives—but thrives—for 
generations to come.

A Gala to 
Remember 
Celebrating Legacy, 

Community, and the Future

SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR’S GALA - May 2, 2026! 

2 0 2 5

Photos courtesy of 
Christmas City Studio
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Notre Dame Theatre Company had the privilege to present 
this year’s spring musical Anything Goes (2022 Revision) 
March 28-30, 2025. Theater is about more than memorizing 
lines or hitting marks on stage. It’s about collaboration, trust, 
and the willingness to take risks. Throughout rehearsals, 
these performers have challenged themselves, supported 
one another, and embraced the joy of creating something 
together. They’ve discovered new strengths, found 
confidence in their voices, and most importantly, had fun 
every step of the way. That is always our most cherished 
goal—to love the creative process that it takes to bring the 
show to life. To see the cast and crew enjoying what they are 
doing, to grow in their community, and to thrive throughout 
is why we do this work.

This year, Notre Dame Theatre Company received a 
tremendous 8 Nominations for the Freddy Awards hosted 
by State Theater in Easton, the most we have received since 
2014. Out of 29 participating schools, we ranked 7th in total 
nominations. Our nominations include:

Outstanding Technical Design by a Smaller School

Outstanding Ensemble

Outstanding Featured Performance by an Actor-  
CJ Hittinger as Moonface Martin

Outstanding Performance by a Featured Dancer-  
Ella St. Pierre as Reno Sweeney

Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a Supporting  
Role- Danny Carroll as Lord Evelyn Oakleigh

Outstanding Production Number- “Blow, Gabriel, Blow”

Outstanding Use of Choreography and Musical Staging

Outstanding Overall Productions by a Smaller School

The journey for this show has been nothing short of 
astonishing. This show, more than others we’ve had the 
privilege of bringing to life here, contained so many different 
aspects that had to be coordinated in a unique way. From the 
set to the costumes and the actual performance rehearsals, it 
was a process that involved the help and support of so many. 
The show was a celebration of all that hard work, laughter, 
and dedication.

Anything Goes 
at the Freddy Awards

Photos courtesy of Norm Steinruck
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Through the Educational Improvement 
Tax Credit (EITC) Program, Pennsylvania 
businesses and individuals have the 
power to make a meaningful impact— 
at virtually no cost.
By directing state tax dollars to Notre Dame High School, 
EITC participants help provide need-based scholarships that 
make a Notre Dame education accessible to more deserving 
students. It’s a win-win: you support our mission of academic 
excellence and faith formation while receiving generous state 
tax credits in return. Your contribution through EITC directly 
transforms lives and strengthens the future of our school 
community.

But don’t just take our word for it—hear from one of our Notre 
Dame parents whose child benefits from this incredible 
program:

“Receiving financial aid for our child to attend Notre 
Dame High School has been life changing and that is no 
exaggeration. Our path to Notre Dame was surely not 
traditional. As a child, I was not raised with religion and 
never considered sending 
my children anywhere 
but public school. Once 
my daughter was out 
of elementary school it 
became very clear to me 
that the world I grew up 
in was no longer. She 
struggled with school even 
though I knew she was 
capable of more. I later 
realized the issue was not 
the school work, it was the 
environment. The next 4 
years in intermediate school 
and middle school would be 
a struggle for my daughter. 
Her entire demeanor and 
personality was changing 
contrary to the typical 
growing pains. We had her 
in therapy and seeing a 
psychologist. My daughter 

was losing her desire to continue existing in this world. I was 
a mother desperate for help. One day she asked if she could 
attend High School at Notre Dame. She had cousins and 
friends who were already enrolled. My husband had attended 
Pius X, and encouraged us to look into it. I knew from the 
start that financially this was something I wouldn’t be able to 
do without help. She visited the school and took a tour. She 
also did a shadow day and when she came home, I could see 
the light returning to her eyes. There was hope. I cried when 
I received the notice of the financial aid we were awarded. 
It was going to be possible. At this point I was willing to do 
whatever it took to make sure we could send her to Notre 
Dame, but this took away a huge burden. I have my daughter 
back. She’s happy, so happy. She received 4 A’s on her first 
report card. She’s never had an A in a major subject. She 
doesn’t beg to stay home from school. She’s found her place 
at Notre Dame and it wouldn’t have been possible without the 
generosity of the EITC Program.

~ Anonymous Parent

For more information on EITC, please email  
kvitale@ndcrusaders.org or scan the QR code below.

Anything Goes 
at the Freddy Awards

Turning Tax Dollars Into Dreams:  
How EITC Changes Lives at ND
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A l u m n i  M a k i n g  N e w s 

Patrick Voss, 
class of ‘15, at 
the premier 
of the Netflix 
TV Mini Series 
“Sirens.” Tune 
in to watch 
Patrick as Eddy. 

Tinabeth 
Piña ‘89 was 
nominated for 
2 New York 
Emmy Awards 
for LATiNAS, 
a monthly 
magazine show 
showcasing 
LATINO 
women from all 
walks of life!

Sam Manento, 
class of ‘90, 
from Cat 
Country 96 
(Sam Malone 
in the Morning) 
emceeing the 
Annual Gala. 

Sports 
psychologist 
Dr. Julie Amato 
‘95 presenting 
to our athletes 
about mental 
health.

John Marzano, class 
of ‘70, on the release 
of his novel Ciao, 
Amore Mio...The Tale 
of Gabby and Gio.

Mary Beth 
Spirk, class 
of ‘77, was 
named one of 
the NACDA 
Division 
3 Athletic 
Directors of  
the Year!

Celebrity 
Bartenders 
Bobby Dailey 
‘75 (left) and 
Anita Jo 
Paukovits ‘78 
(right) serving 
for a cause. 

Ryan Bonner ‘99 
and Ryan Umholtz 
‘01 commandeering 
our Wine & Whiskey 
Event in the Alumni 
Auditorium. Save the 
date for next year; 
11/25/25! 
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Celebrating Excellence: 
2025 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees Honored

We proudly welcomed six new members into its Athletic 
Hall of Fame during a special ceremony held on Saturday, 
January 11, 2025. The event took place in the Jeff Dailey 
gymnasium during halftime of the Girls’ and Boys’ Varsity 
Basketball games against Wilson High School.

This year’s inductees exemplify the spirit, dedication, and 
athletic excellence that define Crusader athletics. Their 
achievements - both on and off the field - serve as an 
inspiration to current students and a point of pride for the 
entire Notre Dame community.

The 2025 Athletic Hall of Fame Inductees are:
•	 Mary (Pappas) Berkenstock ’95 – Athlete
•	 Carolyn (Lucey) Calvey ’00 – Athlete
•	 Cole DeFranco ’19 – Athlete
•	 Joseph Dobrota ’66 – Athlete
•	 Charles McGarvey ’69 – Coach
•	 2019 Baseball Team – Team

Each inductee has made a lasting impact on Notre Dame’s 
athletic legacy, representing years of hard work, leadership, 
and commitment to excellence.

The Notre Dame High School Athletic Hall of Fame 
exists to honor student-athletes, coaches, teams, and 
contributors who have significantly enriched the school’s 
athletic program. The nomination process is open to the 
public, and alumni, faculty, and friends of Notre Dame are 
encouraged to submit the names of deserving candidates.

By recognizing these individuals, the Hall of Fame fosters 
school pride and preserves the rich history and traditions 
of Crusader athletics.

To learn more or to submit a nomination, visit: 
ndcrusaders.org/alumni/athletic-hall-of-fame

Support the Future of 
Notre Dame High School!

As we close out an incredible school year,  
we invite you to make a lasting impact on our 
students’ lives. Your gift supports academic  

excellence, campus growth, and tuition  
assistance - helping every Crusader grow in  

faith, knowledge, and character.

Make Your Gift Today! 
Before June 30, 2025

Mary (Pappas) 
Berkenstock ’95

Joseph Dobrota ’66

Carolyn (Lucey) 
Calvey ’00

Charles 
McGarvey ’69

2019 Baseball  
Team

 Faithful. 
Loyal. True.

Photos courtesy of  
Norm Steinruck

Have some news? 
(milestones,weddings, births, reunions) 

Email us at alumni@ndcrusaders.org

Athletic Hall of 
Fame Nomination

Ave Maria 
Award Nomination 
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Once a Crusader, 
Always a Crusader
As another class of Crusaders steps across the stage and  
into the world beyond, we pause to celebrate not just their  
achievements, but the legacy they carry forward. Dressed  
in Mary’s gold and blue, they join generations who have walked 
these halls, cheered on the sidelines, studied late into the 
night, and built friendships that stand the test of time.

This year’s graduating class leaves an impressive mark: students 
were accepted to 170 different colleges, with 94% planning to 
enroll in college, 3% entering the workforce, 2% pursuing trade 
school, and one adventurous student taking a gap year to hike  
the Appalachian Trail before beginning college. Collectively, the  
class earned more than $10.75 million in scholarship offers and  
completed 5,598 hours of community service - a true testament to 
their dedication and heart for others.

Graduation is not an end - it’s a beginning. Whether they go on to 
universities, careers, or service, they do so with the values that define a 
Crusader: a spirit that nurtures compassion for others, respect for life, 
self-sacrifice, good citizenship, and the power of faith.

To the Class of 2025 - welcome to the alumni family. Wherever life takes 
you, you’ll always have a home here. Stay faithful. Stay loyal. Stay true. Go Crusaders!


