
Notre Dame Speech and Debate Tournament Form for Blue Maroon and White 
NIETOC Qualifier

Name: _____________________________

Date Tournament Attending? 
(Y, N, or O)

Categories (use 
abbreviations 
below)

Parent available 
to judge?

1/20 Blue White and Maroon NIETOC 
Qualifier at Shikellamy HS

Categories available
1/22 Blue White and Maroon:  Var or Nov: CON, LD, PFD; Novice: DEC, DP, OO, Poetry, Prose; Varsity: 
COMM,  DI, DUO, EXT, HI, INF, OO, Poetry, Prose, POI

Y = Yes (competing) ,  N = No, O = Observing, Var = Varsity, Nov = Novice
CON= Student Congress*, LD= Lincoln/Douglas Debate*, PFD= Public Forum Debate*

COMM = Commentary, DEC= Declamation,  EXT= Extemporaneous Speaking,
INF = Informative, OO= Original Oratory, POI= Programmed Oral Interpretation

DI= Dramatic Interpretation, DP= Dramatic Performance, DUO= Duo Interpretation,  HI= Humorous 
Interpretation

*No double entry allowed

I, ______________________, give my son/daughter permission to attend the above tournaments requested 
in accordance with all team rules and regulations.

Parent’s Signature:  ____________________________________    Date: __________________________

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: JANUARY 16, 2024



DUET ACTING is now eligible under both the BID and AT-LARGE systems. If a bid school 
tournament offers Duet, bids will be awarded at the appropriate level. We will also continue to allow 
teams to apply for acceptance via the at-large system.

We realize that duet acting is not offered at a large number of tournaments across the country. 
Therefore, in an effort to help generate interest and encourage growth of the event, we are offering 
the following incentive: If you have a single-entered NIETOC qualifier, that student may enter duet 
acting with a partner of their choice, as an at-large entry at the NIETOC. Each school is eligible for 
two of these at-large duet entries.

A. SELECTION — Selections used in Duet Acting shall be cuttings from a single source from a 
published printed novel, short story, play, poem or screenplay. No contestant may use the same 
literary work that s/he used in previous competitive years. No contestant may enter the same 
selection in two qualifying events. The material may be humorous or dramatic, or combine both 
tones depending on the selected work. Contestants may not combine two or more pieces of literature. 
A piece of literature shall be defined as one piece of writing which was written with the intent to be 
published as one work. Each of the two performers may play one or more characters so long as 
performance responsibility in the cutting remains as balanced as possible. Introductory and/or 
transitional material may be presented by either or both contestants.

B. PUBLICATION — All contestants must use published materials. “Published” as used in these 
rules means materials for which the coach is able to provide proof of publication using either of the 
following methods: — Originating in print form (book, photocopy of the book, or a manuscript) — 
Originating in digital form (a printed copy of an online transcript) Unpublished material used for 
introductions and transitions of interpretations shall be the original work of either or both of the 
contestants. Transitions and other added material must not change the author’s intent.

C. MANUSCRIPT – An original or photocopy of the original selection must be submitted at 
registration. Script check is the last step in the registration process. Schools that do not complete the 
registration process are not eligible to compete in the tournament. The portion(s) of the author’s 
work being used in the interpretation must be highlighted. All introductory and transitional phrases 
shall be clearly indicated as such on the manuscript. Transitions and other added material must not 
exceed 150 words and must not change the author’s intent. Contestants must adhere to the material 
as submitted when performing during rounds.

D. TIME — Interpretations shall be no more than ten (10) minutes in performance including 
introductory and transitional materials. There is no minimum time limit. Speakers exceeding this 
time limit by more than 30 seconds shall not be ranked first. For each final round, a tournament 
official, or designee shall serve as the official timer, and will have the discretion of waiving time 
violations for contestants exceeding the time limit due to audience reactions. This may be extended to 
the semi-final round at the discretion of the tournament director or designee.

E. PERFORMANCE — The interpretation must be delivered from memory; no notes, prompting or 
scripts shall be permitted. No costumes or props shall be permitted. During the performance, on-
stage focus (meaning contestants MAY look directly at each other) may and/or should be employed 
by both contestants. Contestants are encouraged to touch and make eye contact during any part of 
the performance. Two chairs will be allowed for use as props or to facilitate blocking and to create 
levels, atmosphere and environment. Two standard classroom chairs will be provided. If the 
performers deem it necessary, they may provide their own chairs.

F. VIOLATION – A violation of any of the rules stated above may result in disqualification


